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Lyndhurst, Peel, could not help him out of his
difficulty ; he had to go back to Lord Grey, and Lord
Grey was inexorable. Nothing was to be done unless
William would give his consent to the creation of new
Peers. Lord Brougham, who accompanied Lord
Grey in one momentous interview with the Sovereign,
went so far as to insist that the consent must even be
given in writing. The poor King had no other course
open to him than to yield to stern necessity. He had
argued with the inexorable long enough ; and he was
thoroughly tired of the futile argument. He gave his
consent, and he gave it even in writing. " The King
grants permission to Lord Grey and to his Chancellor,
Lord Brougham, to create such a number of Peers as
will insure the passing of the Reform Bill," were the
words of the consent written on the paper which the
King, at last submissive, handed to the rigorous and
uncourtly Lord Brougham.

Of course, the moment the consent was given
the crisis was all over. It is needless to say that
the new Peers were never created. It was enough
for the Opposition to know that the new Peers
would be created if necessary, and there was, an
end of their resistance at once. They did not want
the Reform Bill, and they did not want the new
Peers ; but, above all things, they did not want the
Reform Bill and the new Peers together. The Duke
of Wellington and some other Peers withdrew from,
the House of Lords altogether while the Bill was run-
ning its now short and summary course. They would
not look upon the consummation of a policy which it
was not possible for them any longer to retard. The